
On July 1, we moved into a new fiscal year for the parish. Since I 

wrote about our lagging Sunday collections back in February, it seems 

appropriate to provide a brief comment on how we ended up. In 

February, we were looking at a 10% deficit in Sunday collections. 

Since informing the parish at large of the shortfall, you have responded 

very positively. With the ‘final push’ coming the last weekend of June, 

the parish ended just $2300 (0.5%) short of the $450,000 budget. This 

is amazing! Thank you, thank you to those who took note and 

increased their sacrificial financial support to the mission and 

ministries of the parish. 

Partnered with the rebound in giving was the careful management of expenses on the part of parish and 

school staff (especially when a shortfall was forecast). As such, the parish was soundly in the black for the 

year. The full report will be presented in detail with the September Annual Report. It should be noted, this is 

the first year since 2010 that the parish has experienced a decrease (even slight) in its annual Sunday giving. 

However, given the many economic factors at play in the world/local economy, we still seem on solid footing.  

The Finance Council and School worked hard to put together a practical, yet conservative, 2017-18 

budget. We have done so continuing the practice of budgeting Sunday collections to match the previous 

year’s actual giving (as projected on May 15) and implementing the Archdiocesan suggested salary cost-of-

living increases. This was possible due to the continued increase in school & preschool enrollment in our 

parish Catholic school, which is a great thing! 

The weekly goal for the coming year will remain $8000. I would love to see a smiley face each week! J 

Each year, I invite you to once again prayerfully discern whether you are truly ‘sacrificially giving’ to the 

Lord. People, who prayerfully, intentionally, and regularly support the parish, not only tend to give more (by 

percentage), but tend to have better personal finances and more personal satisfaction in parish life. God may 

be calling you to increase your giving over previous years whether in terms of dollars given or hours 

volunteered. How we handle the blessing of financial resources is one reflection of how we handle all of 

God’s many blessings. God is never outdone in generosity. 

In the 2017-18 budget, we added a new, part-time position for a Youth Group 

Coordinator. I’m happy to announce that St Mary parishioner, Mrs. Amaranta Kemple has 

agreed to take on this role. While not a full youth minister, she will be the point person for 

scheduling, coordinating, and overseeing Youth Group activities. She will do this role in 

addition to her work with the St Mary Preschool. Given that she has two daughters involved in 

YG, her own organizational skills, and her enthusiasm, she seems a natural fit. All youth, 7th 

grade and up, are invited along with their parents to get involved! 

Congratulations to parishioners Mr. & Mrs. Eric & Kevi (Baumgartner) Harpring who were married 

here at St Mary on Saturday, July 8. They are a lovely couple. The greater parish family wishes them a long 

and happy marriage full of life and love. Please continue to pray for and actively support happy, healthy, holy 

marriages. 

Congratulations and welcome to Wyatt Jacob Pavey, son of Keith and Jamie Pavey, who will be 

Baptized today Sunday, July 9.  St Mary, pray for us. ~ Fr. Gries 
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A chairperson is needed for the outside vendor 
booths for the Fall Festival. If interested, please  
contact the parish office or Theresa Alexander.  

       Thank you for your generous  
       support in last week’s Peter’s 
       Pence Collection! Our contribu-
       tions will be combined with those 
       from our brothers and sisters 
around the world to help Pope Francis provide essen-
tial relief to people in need. If you missed the 
collection, it is not too late to give.  Simply drop your 
envelope into the Sunday collection this weekend 
or next. 

 

Where There’s a Will… 

     Creating a will is an important way to record 
and remember what matters most to you, includ-
ing your parish and our Catholic community. 
     The Catholic Community Foundation, Inc. of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis is here to help you un-
derstand the advantages of creating a will—and 
how it can give you a way to do greater good 
through a bequest. What better way to leave your 
legacy than in the love of Jesus Christ?  
     During the Foundation’s 30th anniversary year, 
we invite you to learn about the advantages of 
making a planned gift part of your estate planning. 
For more information, contact Joanna S. Feltz, J.D., 
Director of Planned Giving at jfeltz@archindy.org, 
317-236-1482 or 800-382-9836 (ext. 1482).  For 
God. For Others. Forever. 

"Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest." 
Who wouldn't appreciate 
some real rest? Most of us 
fall into the category of 
those "who labor." We 

have our jobs to do, our families to tend to, our re-
sponsibilities to take care of. Often, the tasks seem 
endless and our time seems so limited. How can we 
justify "rest" with so many things on our to-do lists? 
Even recreation can be labor intensive when it in-
volves planning, preparing, traveling, or hosting. And 
our default modes of "resting"--whether it be watch-
ing television, taking a nap, or chatting with a friend--
rarely refresh us for more than a few hours. But the 
rest Jesus is describing is different than this. He isn't 
talking about an occasional "time-out" from the duties 
of life. Jesus is offering us a deeper kind of relief, a 
liberation from the exhaustion of life. This freedom 
comes when we take his yoke on our shoulders. Jesus 
tells us, in essence, to align ourselves with him--to do 
our work with him. All of our duties and responsibili-
ties can be done with Jesus at our side. He does not 
promise that our obligations will magically disappear. 
The "rest" he offers is a kind of peace even amidst our 
daily lives. The refreshment Jesus brings is the com-
fort of his presence as we engage in the everyday tasks 
that we are called to do. It is not that there are no 
longer burdens to bear; rather, the burden is "light" 
when we share it with the Lord. But just how do we 
share the load? Perhaps by starting the morning in 
prayer asking Jesus to assist us, or by seeking his guid-
ance in daily decisions, or by offering our actions to 
him. However we do it, when we come to him as he 
asked, he promises, “you will find rest.” 

I would like to thank the whole 
parish for your love and support in 
celebrating my 40th birthday! The 
outpouring of appreciation is truly 

humbling. May God bless you all. Fr. Gries 

mailto:jfeltz@archindy.org


JULY 9, 2017   *   FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 3 

                           Sunday Collection 
                                        July 2, 2017 

 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                         
                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool is looking for a few more 
members for the 150th Anniversary Planning Committee. If 
interested, e-mail Mrs. Kirschner, skirschner@stmaryrush.org. 
Very limited time commitment required. 

St. Mary Catholic School After School Care Director for 
the 2017/2018 school year. This person supervises the  
students who need care after school 3:15– 5:30p.m. 
(Wednesday starts at 2:30p.m). Please contact Mrs. 
Kirschner, principal, at (765) 932-3639 or 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

                   
 

 
Adults (133 Envelopes + 18 Loose Checks)$   11,375.00  
Youth  (2 Envelope)      $             2.00 
Loose     $         398.01       
Total      $    11,775.01 
Weekly Budget (2017/2018)  $    -8,000.00 

Surplus (+) / Deficit (-)   $   +3,775.01    
     
Sunday  7/2/17    $    11,775.01 
Regular Maintenance & Utilities  $         320.00        
Votive Candles    $             7.00 
Food Pantry          $         643.00   
Education Future Priests   $           50.00      
Peters Pence    $         741.00                     
TOTAL 7/2/17    $    13,536.01 
 
 Mass Attendance -  7/2/17 -  573 

 
 

INDIANA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARLSHIP PROGRAM 
OPENS JULY 1  -  The Indiana Tax Credit Scholarship  
Program opened July 1st with $12.5 million! The Office 
of Catholic Schools is gratified by the tremendous sup-
port of generous donors this past year.  Act now to 
make your gift and receive the 50% tax credit. It’s easy 
to do! Donations must be directed to the Institute for 
Quality Education (IQE) in order to receive the tax 
credit. To learn more about the tax credit scholarship 
program and how to donate, visit http://
www.i4qed.org/sgo. Questions should be directed to 
Kim Pohovey, Director of Mission Advancement for 
Catholic Education Initiatives, Office of Stewardship and 
Development, Archdiocese of Indianapolis at  
317-236-1568 or kpohovey@archindy.org. 

Mass Schedule: July 9 - 16 

Monday                                 No Mass 
Tuesday            8:30a.m.      No Mass 
Wednesday      8:30a.m.      No Mass 
Thursday          8:30a.m.      No Mass 
Friday                8:30a.m.      Herb Saxon 
Saturday           5:30p.m.      St. Mary Parish    
Sunday              7:30a.m.      Bill & Jean Moran 
                          10:00a.m.      Roger Cain 

“You are in the spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you.” Is the Holy Spirit 
leading you or someone you know to 
serve Christ and His Church as a priest 
or in the consecrated life? If you are 
discerning your vocation, contact 

Father Gries at 765-932-2588; frgries@stmaryrush.org 

Food Pantry Items for July are:           
Cereal, Canned Fruit and Sugar. Meat 
is also desperately needed.  Call Susan 
Hoeing (561-1040) to make arrange-

ments for delivery of meat. Thank you! 

St. Anne’s in New Castle with St. Rose 
in Knightstown started a Catholic  
ministry at the New Castle Correction-
al Facility shortly after the facility 
opened in 2002. For the Catholic 

church to reach as many prisoners as possible, we need 
to continue to find new volunteers who can help in this 
service. Thus, we are extending an invitation to mem-
bers of St. Mary to join us.  
          Anyone interested in learning more about this 
ministry should contact Susie Delay at 765-465-0945.  

David Marlatt, son of Wayne and Penny 
Marlatt, and Arika Yager, daughter of 
David and Jeanine Yager, will be united 
in marriage on Saturday, July 15, 2017. 
Congratulations, David and Arika! 

Molly Spaeth, Penny  Owens, Mitchell 
McKnight serving in military; Joe and 
Rosie Chance and John and Cindy Powers 
at the death of their grandson and  
nephew, Jared Chance.  

The 2017 Fall Festival Committee Chair Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, July 16, in the church, between 
the 8:30a.m. and 10:00a.m. Masses.  All committee 
chairpersons should attend.   

http://www.i4qed.org/sgo
http://www.i4qed.org/sgo
mailto:kpohovey@archindy.org


Staff                                         
Rev. Jeremy M. Gries, Pastor 
frgries@stmaryrush.org      
Debbie Spaeth, Administrative Assistant 
dspaeth@stmaryrush.org  
Jill Kuntz, Administrator Religious Education 
jkuntz@stmaryrush.org       
Amaranta Kemple, Youth Group Coordinator 
akemple@stmaryrush.org 
Sherri Kirschner, Principal 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org 
Theresa Komlanc, School Secretary  
tkomlanc@stmaryrush.org 
 

Parish Office Hours                                          
Monday-Thursday......8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.    
Friday………………….8:30a.m.-Noon     
 

Our St. Mary Prayer Line 
Regenia Ripberger 765-561-1179                                                                                                      
Lisa Wagoner        812-593-0790 - 765-663-2444   

                                                 
Parish Council - Chair: Shawn Adkins    

Finance Council - Chair: Elbert Gordon 

School Commission - Chair:  Susan Spaeth 

 

Baptism 
Call the parish office for scheduling.   
                                                                            

Reconciliation/Confession 
Saturday…4:30p.m.- 5:15p.m.                                                          
Tuesday…...6:00p.m.6:25p.m. 

Marriage  

Engaged couples must meet with the Pastor to com-
plete initial marriage paperwork at least 9 months  
before the anticipated wedding date and prior to  
making any other arrangements concerning the  
wedding. 

Abortion Alternatives  
Birthline   Mon.-Fri. 317-635-4808         
Option Helpline    24/7    1-800-712-HELP 

Servers –  July 15 & 16 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.  Katie Ripberger,  Emma Tressler, 
                    Megan Alexander 
   Sun.  7:30a.m.    Nick, Tyler & Jacob Amos 
             10:00a.m.   Richard Barnes, Hallie & Alexis 
                                 Fenimore 
Lectors - July 15 & 16 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.    Jonathon Blankman 
   Sun.    7:30a.m      Regenia Ripberger 
           10:00a.m.    Mary Beth Burklow 
Extra-Ordinary Ministers - July 15 & 16 
 Sat.     5:30p.m.     Susan Hoeing, Ruth Koelmel, 
                                 Bob Dwenger 
 Sun.  7:30a.m.    Gary Nigh, Holly Bess, 
                                 Tom Giesting 
             10:00a.m.    Denise Hoeing, Stephen Ariens, 
                                  Kim S. Yager 
Ushers for July, 2017 
    Sat.      5:30p.m.  Dutch Tragesser & Mark Leising 
  Sun.    7:30a.m.  Curtis Schwering &  
                                 Mitchell Wagoner 
   10:00a.m.  Gregg & Cheryl Riggs 
 
Ministers-to-the-Sick                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
July 10  Jerry Rudolf       July 17   Jeanie Spaeth 
 
Money Counters     
July 10   Nancy Newbold, Lucille Hinton, Diana 
               Leising, Donna Land  
July 17    Jeanie Spaeth, April Yager, Royanna Eck, 
                Mary Ann Harpring 
 
Food Pantry Volunteers:   
July 12  Mary Ann Harpring, Steve Pavey, 
              Annette Niehoff 
July 19  Jody Carmony & Sons 
July 26  Denise Hoeing, Marty Connerly,  
             Michelle Amos 
 

Welcome to St. Mary Parish!  You are invited to stop by 
the parish office and register to become a part of our  

parish family. 

New Parishioners 
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